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Students Make Final Plea to Keep Adult Ed Open
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SANTA MARIA - 

The Santa Maria Joint Union High School District is closing it's Adult
Education program this June because of budget cuts.

Dozens of students, teachers and community members crashed Wednesday's board meeting and
pleaded board members to find funding to keep the adult education program open.

"I'm here tonight to ask you to reconsider your decision to close down the adult education
program," said a 25-year teacher for the program.

It was an emotional and final plea to district board members to save Santa Maria's adult education
program.

"Seeing how much I needed it, I figured I had to get my voice out there and let them know there's
other people who still need to achieve the same goal, and get their high school diploma," said Jose
Gonzalez, a graduate of the program.

For the past 30 years, Delta High School has helped 1,100 adults a year pursue the American
dream.

"They were not given the opportunity to graduate the first time, and this is their second chance,"
said Georgianna Hernandez, who works at the school. "Life handed them things that were hard to
deal with so they weren't able to graduate, but they were able to come back and get their life on
track."

The program offers an education where students can get one-on-one help from a teacher and earn
a high school diploma at their own pace, sometimes while juggling a job and family.

"It helps turn their lives around and so they do something creative, instead of just being stuck,"
said David Holden, a 44-year-old student.

But with the district's 4.3 million dollar budget shortfall, and no support from the state, the program
has no other choice but to shut down at the end of this school year.

"Nobody is unscathed in these budget cuts, they're very deep in funding resources, and reductions
have been very vast," said Superintendent Doug Kimberly. "So we have to do the best we can until
there's a change in the economic light."

Students will have to go to school in Lompoc or Arroyo Grande, or get their GED from Allan Hancock
College.
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